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Standard 1.1 The Creative Process:  All students will demonstrate an 

understanding of the elements and principles that govern the creation of works 

of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. Put appropriate color in here. 

Grades:  

K-2 
 

Strand D. Visual Art 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

How do underlying structures 

unconsciously guide the 

creation of art works?  

 

Does art have boundaries?  

 

The elements and principles of design serve as the foundation 

for creating successful artworks. 

 

 

Breaking accepted norms often gives rise to new forms of 

artistic expression.  

 

Content and Cumulative 

Progress Indicators (CPIs) 

Classroom Applications & Pacing Guide– (1 day per 

week/40 weeks) 

Content  

 

The basic elements of art and 

principles of design govern art 

creation and composition. 

 

Instructional Guidance 

 

 Use their own knowledge and past experiences to 

participate in classroom discussions about various lines 

and shapes, along with their appropriate names. 

 

 Use their own knowledge and past experiences to 

participate in classroom discussions about various lines 

and shapes, along with their appropriate names. 

 

 Explain the use of shape (i.e. circle, square, triangle, 

ovals and rectangles) in artworks of various artists. 

 
 

CPI 

1.1.2.D.1  
Identify the basic elements of 

art and principles of design in 

diverse types of artwork. 

 

Sample Assessments  

 

Create a series of artworks that apply the use of varied lines and 

shapes in a variety of different media. 



 

 

 

Standard 1.1 The Creative Process:  All students will demonstrate an 

understanding of the elements and principles that govern the creation of 

works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

Grades:  

3-5 

 

Strand D. Visual Art 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

How do underlying structures 

unconsciously guide the 

creation of art works?  

 

Does art have boundaries?  
 

The elements and principles of design serve as the foundation 

for creating successful artworks. 

 

Breaking accepted norms often gives rise to new forms of 

artistic expression.  

Content and Cumulative 

Progress Indicators (CPIs) 

Classroom Applications & Pacing Guide– (1 day per 

week/40 weeks) 

Content  

 

 

Understanding the function 

and purpose of the elements 

of art and principles of design 

assists with forming an 

appreciation of how art and 

design enhance functionality 

and improve quality of living. 

 

Instructional Guidance  

To assist in meeting this CPI, students may: 

 Observe line and line weight in nature either directly or 

using online resources for nature photography such as 

Google Earth Explorer, National Geographic or Nature 

Photos Online.  Practice using line for different purposes 

in drawing; for expression, for texture, as an object, a 

symbol, or to define form.  

 Focus on the history and development of linocuts 

(linoleum cuts relying primarily on line to define the 

forms), and block printing from various countries 

including Germany, where the practice originated, and 

Japan where it is used extensively to this day.  View works 

of prominent artists such as Käthe Kollwitz, Katsushika 

Hokusai, the artists of Die Brücke in Germany who 

invented the practice, artists such as Picasso and Henri 

Matisse who helped to establish linoleum as a respected 

medium used for printmaking by professional artists, and 

contemporary American artists such as Walter Inglis 

Anderson. 

CPI 

1.1.5.D.1 

 

 

Identify elements of art and 

principles of design that are 

evident in everyday life. 

Sample Assessments 

To show evidence of meeting this CPI, students may complete 

the following performance assessment: 

 

 explorer.altopix.com/maps/130/1/Nature/ 

 http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ 

 www.davisart.com/.../Thinking-with-a-Line/Interactive-CD-

ROM-120331.aspx 

 Thinking with a Line, Teacher’s Guide, by Cathy Weisman 

Topal, Davis publications 

 

http://explorer.altopix.com/maps/130/1/Nature/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.naturephotosonline.com/
http://www.naturephotosonline.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/K%C3%A4the_Kollwitz
http://www.katsushikahokusai.org/
http://www.katsushikahokusai.org/
http://www.huntfor.com/arthistory/c20th/diebrucke.htm
http://www.sapergalleries.com/PicassoPrintmakingTechniques.html
http://www.franklinbowlesgallery.com/NY/Artists/Matisse/pages/pasiphae/pasiphae.htm
http://www.franklinbowlesgallery.com/NY/Artists/Matisse/pages/pasiphae/pasiphae.htm
http://www.walterandersonmuseum.org/walter.htm
http://www.walterandersonmuseum.org/walter.htm
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/


 

 

 

 Grades K-2 

Strand A:  History of the Arts and Culture                                                                      

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

Does art define culture or does 

culture define art?    

 

What is old and what is new in 

any work of art?  

 

How important is “new” in 

art? 

Culture affects self-expression, whether we realize it or not.  

  

 

Every artist has a style; every artistic period has a style.  

 

Content and Cumulative 

Progress Indicators (CPIs) 

Classroom Applications & Pacing Guide– (1 day per 

week/40 weeks) 

Content  

 

 

Dance, music, theatre, and 

visual artwork from diverse 

cultures and historical eras 

have distinct characteristics 

and common themes that are 

revealed by contextual clues 

within the works of art.  

Instructional Guidance  

To assist in meeting this CPI, students may: 

 

 Observe and critique artworks from artists from 

various countries/time periods and of different genres, 

and discuss ways in which these artworks are 

different, and ways in which they are the same.  

 Discuss ways in which the individual’s personal life 

may affect the way that their artwork looks. 

CPI 

1.2.2.A.1  
 

Identify characteristic theme-

based works of dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art, such as 

artworks based on the themes 

of family and community, 

from various historical periods 

and world cultures. 

 

Sample Assessments 

To show evidence of meeting this CPI, students may 

complete the following performance assessment: 

 Look at self-portraits from various time periods/ 

countries and genres and note the main differences.  

How does each location/style use color, clothing, facial 

features, etc. in different ways?  

 Identify how artists use line, shape, balance, and 

proportion to make facial features, and to portray facial 

expressions capturing emotions in portraitures.  Apply 

these aspects of art making to original artwork. 

 



 

 

Standard 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture:  All students will understand the role of, 

development, and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 
Grade 

Clusters:  

3-5 

Strand A:  History of the Arts and Culture 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

 Does art define culture or 

does culture define art?   

 What is old and what is 

new in any work of art?  

 How important is “new” in 

art? 

 Culture affects self-expression, whether we realize it or not.  

 Every artist has a style; every artistic period has a style.  

 

Content and Cumulative 

Progress Indicators (CPIs) 
Classroom Applications & Pacing Guide– (1 day per 

week/40 weeks) 
Content  

 

 

Sometimes the contributions of an 

individual artist can influence a 

generation of artists and signal the 

beginning of a new art genre. 

 

Instructional Guidance  

To assist in meeting this CPI, students may: 

 Read about and discuss the work of Pablo Picasso and his 

influence on the art world, particularly with regard to the 

emergence of cubism.  

 View examples of Picasso’s work either through trips to 

museums or via virtual resources, such as ARTstor or by 

viewing the Whitney Museum of Art exhibition or archived 

television shows, such as CBS Sunday Morning, tracing his 

influence on modern art and artists.    

CPI 

1.2.5.A.3   
 

Determine the impact of significant 

contributions of individual artists in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art 

from diverse cultures throughout 

history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Sample Assessments 

To show evidence of meeting this CPI, students may complete the 

following performance assessment: 

Curate a show of works featured in the MOMA collection, and 

create an enhanced Podcast and downloadable audio tour of the 

exhibition highlighting the influence of the work of Pablo Picasso on 

contemporary art, design and advertising.  Include works from his  

the seven major phases of his career including:  

 

Before 1901                              Cubism 

Blue Period                               Classicism and surrealism 

Rose Period                               Later works  

African-influenced Period  

 

Present the Podcast to classmates and online peers.  

 

 http://www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/picasso_pablo.html 

 http://www.artlex.com/ArtLex/c/cubism.html 

 http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/elem/elemlessons.html 

 http://www.artchive.com/artchive/P/picasso.html 

 http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2007/01/18/sunday/main2371451.sht 

 http://www.haberarts.com/picassus.html 

 http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/cube/hd_cube.htm 

 http://www.citrinitas.com/history_of_viscom/modernists.html 

 http://www.picasso.fr/us/picasso_page_exhibitions-museums-books-auctions.php 

 http://www.pvpusd.k12.ca.us/teachweb/hokanson/picasso.html 

http://www.artstor.org/index.shtml
http://www.whitney.org/Exhibitions/Picasso
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2007/01/18/sunday/main2371451.shtml
http://www.moma.org/collection/artist.php?artist_id=4609
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Picasso#Before_1901
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Picasso#Cubism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Picasso#Blue_Period
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Picasso#Classicism_and_surrealism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Picasso#Rose_Period
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Picasso#Later_works
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Picasso#African-influenced_Period
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/picasso_pablo.html
http://www.artlex.com/ArtLex/c/cubism.html
http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/elem/elemlessons.html
http://www.artchive.com/artchive/P/picasso.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2007/01/18/sunday/main2371451.sht
http://www.haberarts.com/picassus.html
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/cube/hd_cube.htm
http://www.picasso.fr/us/picasso_page_exhibitions-museums-books-auctions.php
http://www.pvpusd.k12.ca.us/teachweb/hokanson/picasso.html


 

 

 

Standard 1.3 Performance:  All students will synthesize those skills, media, 

methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting 

works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

Grades: 

K-2 

 

Strand D. Visual Art 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

How does creating and 

performing in the arts differ 

from viewing the arts?  

 

To what extent does the 

viewer properly affect and 

influence the art and the artist 

and to what extent is the art 

for the artist?  

 

The arts serve multiple functions: enlightenment, education, and 

entertainment.  

 

Though the artist’s imagination and intuition drive the work, 

great art requires skills and discipline to turn notions into a 

quality product.  

 

The artistic process can lead to unforeseen or unpredictable 

outcomes.  

Content and Cumulative 

Progress Indicators (CPIs) 

Classroom Applications & Pacing Guide– (1 day per week/40 

weeks) 

Content 

 

 

Symbols convey meaning 

agreed upon by a group or 

culture.  Manipulation of the 

basic elements of art and 

principles of design for 

personal expression results in 

visual communication that 

may be relevant in a variety 

of settings. 

 

Instructional Guidance  

To assist in meeting this CPI, students may: 

 

Look at the artworks of various artists who have 

communicated messages or themes through their work.  How 

do these artists communicate these messages without the use 

of words?  

CPI 

1.3.2.D.2  

 

 

Use symbols to create 

personal works of art based 

on selected age-appropriate 

themes, using oral stories as a 

basis for pictorial 

representation. 

Sample Assessments 

To show evidence of meeting this CPI, students may complete 

the following performance assessment: 

 

After viewing a master work that communicates emotions or a 

message, describe what emotions the artwork conveys and how 

the artist conveys those emotions through subject, medium, and 

use of elements and principles of art.  Create a two-dimensional 

piece of artwork that has an emotional response, and use 

appropriate elements and principles of art to convey that 

message or emotion.  

 



 

Standard 1.3 Performance:  All students will synthesize those skills, media, 

methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or 

presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

Grades: 

3-5 

 

Strand  D. Visual Art 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

 

 How does creating and 

performing in the arts differ 

from viewing the arts?  

 

 To what extent does the 

viewer properly affect and 

influence the art and the 

artist and to what extent is 

the art for the artist?  

 

 

 The arts serve multiple functions: enlightenment, education, 

and entertainment.  

 

 Though the artist’s imagination and intuition drive the work, 

great art requires skills and discipline to turn notions into a 

quality product.  

 

 The artistic process can lead to unforeseen or unpredictable 

outcomes.  

Content and Cumulative 

Progress Indicators (CPIs) 

Classroom Applications & Pacing Guide– (1 day per week/40 

weeks) 

 

Content 

 

 

 

Each of the genres of visual art 

(e.g., realism, surrealism, 

abstract/nonobjective art, 

conceptual art, and others) is 

associated with appropriate 

vocabulary and a stylistic 

approach to art-making. 

 

 

Instructional Guidance  

 

To assist in meeting this CPI, students may: 

 

 Focus on genres of art that that are defined by opposing or 

contrasting stylistic influences or techniques (e.g., fauvism vs. 

pointillism; abstract expressionism vs. cubism; pop art vs. 

contemporary realism).  Identify likenesses and dissimilarities 

within the paired genres (e.g., Fauvism and pointillism both 

deal with repetitive brush strokes and the application of vivid 

color.  Both share similar thematic content, centering on 

figures, still lives and landscapes.  However, the fauvists used 

very broad brushstroke applied in free-flowing, seemingly 

wild motion.  The paintings of the pointillists, on the other 

hand, were very tightly controlled, utilizing small distinctive 

dots of color on top of or next to each other to create the 

illusion of dimensionality).     

 

 Experiment with digital photography techniques and simple 

manipulations of digital imagery made possible by photo 

filters in  software, such as the 40 artistic brush strokes 

available for digital manipulation of imagery in Photo Shop 

Elements or comparable programs, such as Corel Paint, I 

Photo and others.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CPI 

1.3.5.A.3 

 

 

Identify common and 

distinctive characteristics of 

genres of visual artworks (e.g., 

realism, surrealism, 

abstract/nonobjective art, 

conceptual art, and others) 

using age-appropriate 

terminology, and experiment 

with various compositional 

approaches influenced by these 

genres.   

 

Sample Assessments 

To show evidence of meeting this CPI, students may complete the 

following performance assessment: 

 

 Assemble a digital portfolio of representative examples of 

two contrasting genres of art (e.g., fauvism vs. pointillism) 

that includes 10 from each of the two genres being 

compared from among the genres identified in the 

instructional focus.   

 

 Using a digital camera, shoot and upload a series of photos 

that share similar thematic contents as the exemplary 

paintings.  Using the artistic brushstroke options available 

in the photo software, emulate the painting techniques in 

each of the two chosen contrasting genres.  

 

 Compare the manipulated digital imagery to the two genres 

of painting in a multi-media presentation and share 

observations with classmates using a Jing Project.  Display 

portfolios in the classroom and public spaces in the school 

or community.     

 

Resources:  

 

 http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Art_genres 

 

 http://www.artcyclopedia.com/index.html 

 

 http://www.artbabble.org/artist 

 

 http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/middle/arted.

htm#Plans 

 

 http://www.artstor.org/index.shtml 

 

http://www.jingproject.com/?gclid=COXirbC_pp4CFYZM5QodlzcMqA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Art_genres
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/index.html
http://www.artbabble.org/artist
http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/middle/arted.htm#Plans
http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/middle/arted.htm#Plans
http://www.artstor.org/index.shtml


 

Standard 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students 

will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and 

analysis to works of dance, theatre, music, and visual art. 

Grade 

Clusters:  

K-2  

Strand A: Aesthetic Responses 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

Does art define culture or does 

culture define art?    

 

What’s the difference between 

a thoughtful and a thoughtless 

artistic judgment? 

 

What is old and what is new in 

any work of art?  

 

How important is “new” in 

art? 

 

Aesthetics fosters artistic appreciation; interpretation, 

imagination, significance and value. 

 

The point of studying the arts is to foster meaning making, 

deeper emotional response and more inventive decision-

making.  

 

Experts can and do disagree about the value, power and source 

of art.  

 

Content and Cumulative 

Progress Indicators (CPIs) 

Classroom Applications & Pacing Guide– (1 day per 

week/40 weeks) 

Content 

 

 Each arts discipline 

(dance, music, theatre, 

and visual art) has 

distinct characteristics, 

as do the artists who 

create them. 

 

 Each arts discipline 

(dance, music, theatre, 

and visual art) has 

distinct characteristics, 

as do the artists who 

create them. 

 

 Each arts discipline 

(dance, music, theatre, 

and visual art) has 

distinct characteristics, 

as do the artists who 

create them. 

 

Instructional Guidance  

To assist in meeting these CPIs, students may: 

 

 Critique a variety of two and three dimensional artworks 

from various artists and time periods. Recognize and 

respect that individuals have differing opinions about 

various works of art by sharing individual responses for 

liking or disliking specific aspects of a particular work of 

art. 

 

 Identify various subjects and themes in works of art and 

verbalize simple reasons liking/disliking parts of the work 

of art.  

 

  Communicate personal responses to a variety of 

historical works of art with common subjects or themes. 

Responses will describe likes and dislikes through 

comparing and contrasting characteristics of the various 

artworks. 



 

 

 

CPI 

1.4.2.A.1  

 

Identify aesthetic qualities of 

exemplary works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art, and identify 

characteristics of the artists 

who created them (e.g., 

gender, age, absence or 

presence of training, style, 

etc.). 

 

 

CPI 

1.4.2.A.2  

 

Compare and contrast 

culturally and historically 

diverse works of dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art that 

evoke emotion and that 

communicate cultural 

meaning. 

 

CPI 

1.4.2.A.3  

 

Use imagination to create a 

story based on an arts 

experience that communicated 

an emotion or feeling, and tell 

the story through each of the 

four arts disciplines (dance, 

music, theatre, and visual art). 

 

Sample Assessments 

To show evidence of meeting these CPIs, students may 

complete the following performance assessment: 

 

 

 

 

 Look at a given theme that is used by various artists (i.e. 

Flowers, people, etc). Compare and contrast ways in which 

the artists have given their own interpretation of this theme.  

 

 Using personal reactions and opinions about master works 

depicting a given theme create an artwork based off that 

inspiration and reaction. 

 

  After completion of artworks, hold class critiques that 

discuss in specific terminology, (i.e. use of elements and 

principles of art, craftsmanship, etc.) their own artwork, 

and specific ways in which it is already successful, or, if 

they were to do it over again, things they might want to do 

differently.  

 



 

 

Standard 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:  All students will 

demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis 

to works of dance, theatre, music, and visual art. 

Grade 

Clusters:  

3-5  

Strand A: Aesthetic Responses 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

Does art define culture or does 

culture define art?    

 

What’s the difference between 

a thoughtful and a thoughtless 

artistic judgment? 

 

What is old and what is new in 

any work of art?  

 

How important is “new” in art? 

 

Aesthetics fosters artistic appreciation; interpretation, 

imagination, significance and value. 

 

The point of studying the arts is to foster meaning making, 

deeper emotional response and more inventive decision-

making.  

 

Experts can and do disagree about the value, power and source 

of art.  

 

Content and Cumulative 

Progress Indicators (CPIs) 

Classroom Applications & Pacing Guide– (1 day per 

week/40 weeks) 

Content:  

 

 

Criteria for determining the 

aesthetic merits of artwork vary 

according to context.  

 

Understanding the relationship 

between compositional design 

and genre provides the 

foundation for making value 

judgments about the arts. 

Instructional Guidance   

To assist in meeting this CPI, students may: 

 

 Use traditional and online resources, such as Art21, and 

TenduTV, to seek out information on the lives and work 

of artists of various disciplines whose work is a direct 

reflection of their personal and social situation (examples 

below).  

 Mary Cassatt is a 19th century professional artist who 

created images about the social and private lives of 

woman emphasizing the bond between mother and child.  

 Jean-Michel Basquiat is the first African-American 

painter to gain international fame.  He gained popularity 

first as a graffiti artist in New York City, and then as a 

successful 1980s-era Neo-expressionist artist.  Basquiat's 

paintings continue to influence modern-day artists.  

 Kara Walker is bestt known for exploring the raw 

intersection of race, gender, and sexuality through her 

iconic, silhouetted figures using the traditionally proper 

Victorian medium of the silhouette directly onto the walls 

of the gallery to create a theatrical space.    

 Aaron Copland is an American composer of concert and 

film music who forged a distinctly American style of 

composition.  Copland's music achieved a balance between 

modern music and American folk styles.  

 

http://www.pbs.org/art21/?gclid=CODQz-22pJ4CFchW2godezorlw
http://tendu.tv/
http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/CASSATT/HTML/index.html
http://www.theartwolf.com/basquiat.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Painting
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graffiti
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neo-expressionism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Painting
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kara_Walker
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aaron_Copland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_classical_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modernism_(music)


 

 Bruce Springsteen is an American singer-songwriter widely 

known for his brand of rock music infused with poetic 

lyrics, and Americana sentiments, centered on his native 

New Jersey working class upbringing.  

 Alvin Ailey is an American choreographer and activist who 

founded the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in New 

York.  Ailey is credited with popularizing modern dance 

and revolutionizing African-American participation in 20th 

century concert dance.  Ailey's choreographic masterpiece, 

Revelations, is believed to be the best-known and most 

often seen modern dance performance. Revelations 

celebrates the history of the African-America experience.  

 William Shakespeare is an English poet and playwright 

from the 16th Century who widely regarded as the greatest 

writer in the English language and the world's preeminent 

dramatist.  Shakespeare wrote about people and times from 

all classes.   

 

CPI 

1.4.5.A3  
 

 

Demonstrate how art 

communicates ideas about 

personal and social values and 

is inspired by an individual’s 

imagination and frame of 

reference (e.g., personal, social, 

political, historical context). 

 

Sample Assessments 

To show evidence of meeting this CPI, students may complete 

the following performance assessment: 

 

Create a montage, enhanced podcast, and/or video mash-up   

(remix of unrelated source material used to create new work- 

see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mashup_(video) featuring 

artists from several different disciplines (such as those above) 

whose work is a direct reflection of their personal heritage and 

circumstance.  In the presentation, take a position and show 

evidence of how artists are influenced by the environment and 

how the world an artist lives in can affect his/her work.  Present 

the montage for classroom and online peer discussion using 

resources such as Art21 or Art Babble.   Submit selected works 

to the annual: ThinkQuest Narrative Competition. 

 

Resources  

 http://www.pbs.org/art21/ 

 http://www.artbabble.org/ 

 http://tendu.tv/ 

 http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/index.asp?grade=2&

strand=3&engagement=22&display.x=29&display.y=10 

 Biography, interviews, essays, artwork images and video 

clips from PBS series Art:21 -- Art in the Twenty-First 

Century Season 2(2003)  

 www.pbs.org/art21/artists/walker/index.html 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruce_Springsteen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heartland_rock
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Americana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alvin_Ailey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Choreographer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Activist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alvin_Ailey_American_Dance_Theater
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/20th_century_concert_dance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/20th_century_concert_dance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alvin_Ailey%27s_Revelations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alvin_Ailey%27s_Revelations
http://www.bardweb.net/man.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Playwright
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mashup_(video
http://www.thinkquest.org/competition/narrative/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/art21/
http://www.artbabble.org/
http://tendu.tv/
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/index.asp?grade=2&strand=3&engagement=22&display.x=29&display.y=10
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/index.asp?grade=2&strand=3&engagement=22&display.x=29&display.y=10
http://www.pbs.org/art21/artists/walker/
http://www.pbs.org/art21/artists/walker/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_Broadcasting_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art:21_--_Art_in_the_Twenty-First_Century
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art:21_--_Art_in_the_Twenty-First_Century
http://www.pbs.org/art21/artists/walker/index.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:   

All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, 

judgment, and analysis to works of dance, theatre, music, and visual art. 

Grade 

Clusters:  

K-2  

 

Strand B:  Critique Methodologies 

 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

 

When is art criticism vital and 

when is it not?   

 

The critical processes of observing, describing, interpreting, 

and evaluating leads to informed judgments about the relative 

merits of artworks.  

 

Content and Cumulative 

Progress Indicators (CPIs) 

Classroom Applications & Pacing Guide– (1 day per 

week/40 weeks) 

Content:  

 

 

 

 

Constructive criticism is an 

important evaluative tool that 

enables artists to communicate 

more effectively. 

 

Instructional Guidance  

 

To assist in meeting this CPI, students may: 

 

 

 Look at a variety of artworks that have historically had 

their merits questioned. Discuss reasons why people may 

not immediately appreciate these works, and discuss ways 

in which you could tell the artist to improve.  

 

 Collaborate with peers to create rubrics for performance 

and creativity to inform positive critique  

 

CPI 

1.4.2.B.2  
 

 

 

Apply the principles of 

positive critique in giving and 

receiving responses to 

performances. 

 

 

Sample Assessments 

 

To show evidence of meeting this CPI, students may complete 

the following performance assessment: 

 

After completion of artworks, have students compare and 

contrast their own artworks against the rubrics that they have 

created with their peers.  



 

 

Standard 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:  All students 

will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and 

analysis to works of dance, theatre, music, and visual art. 

Grade Clusters:  

3-5  

Strand B:  Critique Methodologies 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

When is art criticism vital and 

when is it not?   

The critical processes of observing, describing, interpreting, and 

evaluating leads to informed judgments about the relative merits of 

artworks.  

Content and Cumulative 

Progress Indicators (CPIs) 
Classroom Applications & Pacing Guide– (1 day per 

week/40 weeks) 
Content   

 

 

Identifying criteria for evaluating 

performances results in deeper 

understanding of art and art-

making. 

 

Decoding simple contextual clues 

requires evaluation mechanisms, 

such as rubrics, to sort fact from 

opinion. 

 

Instructional Guidance  

To assist in meeting these CPIs, students may: 

 

 Develop a skills rubric for ensemble critique in vocal music 

through discussion with teachers and peers.  Include correctness 

of pitch, correctness of rhythm, effectiveness of blending of 

voices, understandability of the words, appropriate use of 

dynamics, breathing at the right time, using good breath support 

and posture and appropriateness of expression. 

 Develop and refine listening skills using software-training 

packages for vocal training, such as Smart Music or Singorama 

(utilizing digital recording and playback / assessment feature). 

CPI 

1.4.5.B.1  

Assess the application of the 

elements of art and principles of 

design in dance, music, theatre, 

and visual artworks using 

observable, objective criteria. 

 

CPI 

1.4.5.B.2  

Use evaluative tools, such as 

rubrics, for self-assessment and to 

appraise the objectivity of 

critiques by peers. 

Sample Assessments 

To show evidence of meeting these CPIs, students may complete 

the following performance assessment: 

 

Listen to digital recordings of their choral ensemble and apply the 

rubric described above to the performance.  Make suggestions for 

improvement as an individual member of the chorus and for the 

ensemble.  Set individual learning goals as member of the ensemble 

(e.g., During the fast section I am going to concentrate on the 

enunciation of the beginnings and endings of my words…OR I am 

going to try to listen to the members of my section and concentrate 

on blending my voice with my section mates rather than trying to 

“out sing” them…OR I am going to focus more carefully on the 

director to ensure I am beginning and ending phrases on time).  

 

Rehearse, re-record, and re-evaluate ensemble performances.  Set 

intermediate and long term goals to improve areas of need and to 

build on strengths.  

 

Resources  

 http://www.nj.gov/education/njpep/classroom/arts_assessme

nt/index.html  

 http://www.smartmusic.com/ 

 http://www.singorama.com/?hop=index5htm 

 

http://www.smartmusic.com/
http://www.singorama.com/?hop=sk030&gclid=CLazmsr_o54CFaM45QodS23upA
http://www.nj.gov/education/njpep/classroom/arts_assessment/index.html
http://www.nj.gov/education/njpep/classroom/arts_assessment/index.html
http://www.smartmusic.com/
http://www.singorama.com/?hop=index5htm

